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CITIZEN SCIENCE ON THE FRONT LINES 
AGAINST INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES: SENTINELLE

A new environment column on invasive alien species (IASs) was launched in June’s 
Municipal Briefs. We hope we had a few insights for you on Eurasian water-milfoil, an 
aquatic invader that could easily wreak havoc in La Pêche with our 38 square kilometres 
of water area. The July issue covered giant hogweed and ragweed, and this time out we 
look at poison ivy on page 2. That makes four invasive species you might spot when 
you’re walking by the roadside, near a fence, or innocently having fun on the lake.

And when you do, you can join the struggle to repel the invaders and save our ecosystems. 
It’s citizen science to the rescue, arming you with Sentinelle, a mobile app for reporting 
Québec IASs with an online mapping system for indicating where you spotted them. 

It’s all courtesy of Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et de la 
Lutte contre les changements climatiques (MDDELCC) as part of its support for citizen 
science. Everyone can now help researchers by collecting the data the experts need to 
better understand IASs and devise strategies to defeat them. With Sentinelle, you can 
blow the whistle on IASs in the field, report the specifics, and even share photographs to 
enrich the database. However, it is important to note that the only species listed in 
Sentinelle are: 

• those already reported by other users,

• those present in Quebec,

• and whose observations have been approved.

There’s a Sentinelle user guide available to help you out. You’ll need to set up a user 
account to make a report, although anyone can access the species sheets. All reports are 
validated by MDDELCC before being posted. The app is available from both the Google 
Play Store and the App Store.

DEFINITIONS OF SOME KEY CONCEPTS

INVASIVE SPECIES
Species introduced into a new environment outside its natural range, in which it becomes 
established and spreads rapidly in the absence of its natural predators or diseases. It can 
become harmful to the new environment by displacing native species.

ALIEN SPECIES
Plant or animal outside its known natural distribution area where it has been introduced, 
accidently or intentionally, by humans.

NATIVE SPECIES
Species originating in the place where it lives. It grows and lives naturally there without 
having been introduced and is adapted to the local climate and predators.

Sentinelle user guide (in French): http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/biodiversite/ 
especes-exotiques-envahissantes/sentinelle.htm

Want to go further into citizen science? Here are some fascinating opportunities 
(French webpage links to some English projects): 
http://quebio.ca/fr/science_citoyenne_quebec

A THREAT? OH, COME ON…
See this Radio-Canada article (in French) on the economic and environmental 
impacts of IASs: ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1094978/
especes-envahissantes-carte-indigene-biodiversite-changement-climatique-
ecologie-invasive.

PLANNING DAYS IN LA PÊCHE
Municipal government is the level of government closest to the people and is recognized 
as playing an essential role in Quebecers’ quality of life. That’s why municipalities have 
been given greater independence and additional powers to influence public service 
delivery. In recent months La Pêche has done a number of things to improve the services 
people receive.

ORGANIZATIONAL ANALYSIS
The La Pêche municipal government has been busy with an organizational analysis for 
several months—a major undertaking aimed at providing a detailed picture of our 
internal practices and their effectiveness while giving us whatever new tools we need to 
achieve the goals set for us. Ultimately it’s all about improving the services everyone gets. 
The process is compelling and has fostered fruitful cooperation all through the 

government apparatus, joining upper management with department directors and staff 
at every level. In the near term, we have new policies and procedures that will oil the 
wheels of government operation. A new staffing policy, a staff evaluation policy, and a 
guide for managing municipal documents were approved by the municipal council in 
June. More will surely on the way, like the five-year road repair plan discussed in the July 
issue of Municipal Briefs. Watch this space…

But keep reading. There’s more!   

MUNICIPAL PLANNING EXERCISE
When the new municipal council took office in November 2017, the decision was made 
to set the wheels in motion to deliver a developmental resource no municipality could 
do without—a strategic plan. But what exactly is a strategic plan, and what does it do 
for a public organization like ours?

If you look up plan in a dictionary, you’ll find a definition made up of ideas that come 
down to figuring out beforehand what you’ll do and when you’ll do it. Check the 
definitions of strategy and you’ll get something like the “art” of combining various 
actions or manoeuvres to attain a particular purpose. Put it all together and you might 
surmise that strategic planning was a rational process of working out in advance how 
you’re going to achieve your goals. And you’d be right. According to MAMOT (the 
department of municipal affairs and land use), strategic planning involves “deciding on 
a mission, establishing goals, working out strategies, and drawing up an overall plan for 
how resources will be used to meet the needs of stakeholders and the requirements of 
the environment.” In other words, getting together as an organization to decide what will 
be our shared vision and mission, agreeing on where we want to be three, four, and five 
years from now, and figuring out what we need to do to get there. Sound reasonable?

The municipal council and management staff got right into it, under the tutelage of an 
outside consultant. Everyone pooled their expertise to work on what’s going to be the 
first strategic plan in the history of the Municipality. And every move they made was 
made for all of us—the people of La Pêche—who will certainly have a say in setting the 
priorities for the years to come. For now, work continues. Get ready to tell us what you 
think. Your turn is coming!
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Urban Planning and Environment Department

WASTE MATERIAL MANAGEMENT

COMMON NAME : Poison Ivy

LATIN NAME : Toxicodendron radicans, formerly Rhus radicans

IDENTIFICATION RISKS, PREVENTION, AND REMOVAL

Description: Poison ivy can take the 
form of a bush, a trailing vine, or a 
climbing vine. As a bush, it can grow 
as high as a metre. It has shiny leaves 
that may have smooth or toothed 
edges. Each leaf is made up of three 
pointed leaflets, with the middle one 
having a longer stalk. The leaves are 
reddish in the spring and green in 
summer, but fall colours vary.

Risks:  Poison ivy sap contains a 
poisonous substance that causes a 
very painful allergic reaction lasting 
seven to ten days. The toxin is an oily, 
nonvolatile resin called urushiol. It’s 
released when the plant is damaged. 
Dead and dried plants remain 
dangerous for months. 

Habitat:  Poison ivy is found in every 
Québec region and is equally happy 
in wet or dry soils and in the sun or 
shade. You’ll find it in fields, woods, 
and roadsides and along railway 
tracks, rivers, lakes, fences, and 
hedges.

Prevention:  Cover up completely if you 
have to handle it and wear leakproof 
rubber or nitrile gloves. If sap gets on 
your skin, rinse immediately with cool 
water and soap. Thoroughly clean and 
decontaminate anything that might 
have come in contact with the sap, 
such as clothes, shoes, gloves, or tools.

Flowering, fruiting, reproduction, 
and spread:  Poison ivy flowers in 
June and July and forms white or 
brown berries in September about 
the size of a dried pea. The plants 
can grow from seeds or from 
rhizomes underground on the stems. 

Removal: Poison ivy has to be pulled 
out with all its roots. If the soil is too 
hard, it can be treated with chemical 
herbicides. Don’t compost poison ivy 
and never burn it—the smoke contains 
tiny droplets of the poison that are 
dangerous to lungs. Bury the uprooted 
plants at least 30 centimetres deep or 
put them in tightly closed garbage bags 
in your green garbage bin.

For more information, please 
consult the following websites: 

https://www.quebec.ca/en/homes-
and-housing/healthy-living-
environment/
identifying-and-getting-rid-of-
poison-ivy/

http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/
pesticides/permis/code-gestion/
cpe-indesirable/herbe-puce.pdf 

CAUTION:  Always wear gloves, safety 
goggles, and protective clothing that 
covers all your skin if you’re going to 
handle it. Teach your children to 
recognize it and stay away.

From June 3 to September 14, 2018, garbage is being collected weekly.
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NEXT IN THE “INVADED” SERIES: IT’S THE PERENNIALLY 
UNPOPULAR POISON IVY 
We continue our efforts to raise awareness about invasive species threatening to throw our 
ecosystems out of balance and attacking the most sensitive members of our community with an 
introduction to, or reminder about, poison ivy. 

SUMMER CAMPFIRES
Nothing says summer holidays like a good, 
old-fashioned campfire at the cottage or out 
camping. That makes right now a great time 
to go over the regulations in place to keep 
you and your fire completely safe. Read the 
points below or see Bylaw 16-RM-05 on fire 
safety standards (with amendments from 
Bylaw 18-RM-05-01). You can find it under 
“By-laws and Permits” on the La Pêche 
website under the Municipality tab.  

• Up to one metre diameter campfires (3 feet) are allowed only between 6 p.m. and 1 a.m. on 
weekdays and 8 a.m. and 1 a.m. weekends and holidays, as long as no fire ban has been issued 
by the Municipality. You are responsible for knowing if there’s a fire ban in place. Check the Home 
page of the Municipality’s website or call 819 456-2161, extension 2221. 

• Fires have to be clear of any combustible materials, buildings, or property lines and attended 
at all times by someone who can put the fire out quickly and completely if necessary. A means 
of doing so has to be within reach.

•  If you’re in a campground, follow the rules put out by the campground as well.
PUT IT OUT!

You’re not done until your fire is completely out. Pour lots of water on it and stir the ashes. 
Repeat till the ashes are completely cool to the touch.

Fire Department

PAYMENT OF YOUR THREE LAST TAX INSTALMENTS 
The deadlines for paying your last three municipal tax instalments are August 6, 
September 6, and October 10. If payment is not made by the deadline, the full amount 
owing becomes payable (see sections 6 and 7 of Bylaw 18-760, property tax and waste 
collection). You’ll find the dates indicated on the tear-off portion of your tax bill. Interest 
is charged on the unpaid balance from the moment the balance is payable, at an annual 
rate of fourteen percent (14%).

If you’ve moved or haven’t received your bill, contact us at 819 456-2161, extension 2221, 
or m.racine@villelapeche.qc.ca.

Finance and Taxes

REMAINS OF ANIMALS ON PROVINCIAL ROADS
To report an incident or a dead animal on a road in the provincial highway system (such 
as Route Principale or Chemin Edelweiss), please call MTQ (Ministère des Transport du 
Québec) by dialling 511 and selecting option 2 or complete the online form at transports.
gouv.qc.ca under “Contact us.”

Moved to the following day in all sectorsNO COLLECTION
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Lake Sinclair Association
Boat washing station: prevent the spread of aquatic invasive 
species. If you are towing a boat to Lake Sinclair or another 
lake nearby, from May 18 to October 8, stop at the boat washing 
station located in the parking lot at the East-Aldfield 
community centre, and use the pressure washer to clean the 
boat and trailer before putting them in the lake. 

Golden Age Club Activity!
Les Bons Amis invite you to join them on a Sunday Sunset 
Cruise with live music aboard the Empress of Ottawa (Capital 
Cruises) on the Ottawa River, on August 26, from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.  
Cost: $25 for members, $30 for non-members. Depending on the 
number of participants, bus transportation could be provided. 
Tickets must be paid in advance, no later than August 7. 

Beginner and Intermediate Yoga Classes – September 
Beginning in September, evening classes will be offered on 
Tuesdays (power yoga) as well as Wednesdays and Thursdays 
(gentle yoga) at the Ste-Cécile-de-Masham community centre. 
Fees and schedules will be established according to the 
number of participants and on a first come, first served basis. 
Interested? Contact Liette Faubert, 819 456-3440 or Marie-Paule 
Meunier, 819 360-5808 or e-mail kadanse-country@hotmail.
com. 
Thank you to Peinture Pompette for a fine afternoon of art 
work with Les Bons Amis on June 10. It was a great success, 
with over 15 participants joining in! 
We also wish to thank our councillor, Francis Beausoleil, and 
the municipal staff for the excellent work done on the new 
lawn bowling area at the community centre. A league was 
formed, with over 20 players participating. If you’re looking to 
have a good time, join us on Thursday evenings! 

Caisse Desjardins des Collines-de-l’Outaouais – 
Blood Donor Clinic
The Caisse Desjardins des Collines-de-l’Outaouais is asking 
you to donate blood on Wednesday, August 22, beginning at 
1:30 p.m. at the Desjardins Hall in the La Pêche Sports Complex 
(20, Chemin Raphaël). This year’s goal: 110 donations!

Sports Complex
Job offers: maintenance employee and Zamboni operator 
needed; paid training. Permanent position: 35-40 h/week (day, 
night and weekend sometimes), attractive salary and benefits; 
seasonal job: 16 h/week (weekends), ideal opportunity for 
students or early retirees).
Ice sports: there is still ice time available the 2018-2019 season. 
Curling: register now for the 2018-2019 season. Beginners are 
welcome. You’re guaranteed to have fun!
Information: 819 456-1535, ext. 1 or www.complexe-sportif-la-
peche.ca

The Great Granny Concert
The Wakefield Grannies is a group of women offering support 
to over 60 families in South Africa, where grandmothers, also 
known as gogos, are raising AIDS-orphaned children. This 
fundraiser event features African music, storytelling, great food 
and an eclectic marketplace including the Wakefield Grannies’ 
remarkable jewelry and scarves stand. 
When: August 25, 12:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Cost: $15 (free for children)
Where: Fairbairn Museum Park, 45, Chemin Wakefield Heights.
Information: Annick Hardie, 819 459-2976, hardie@wakenet.ca 

Raid Pulse
Adventure racing is a multi-disciplinary sport involving 
navigation over a wilderness course. The main disciplines in 
adventure racing include mountain biking, canoeing, trekking 
and in certain competitions, climbing, rappelling and 
swimming. Competitors are given maps and must use a 
compass to guide themselves through the course, which adds 
an interesting element to the sport.

TWO RACES:
P’tit Raid Pulse: two-hour race, 20 km course, biking and 
trekking.
Raid Pulse: four-hour race, 35 km course, biking, trekking and 
canoeing.

When: August 18
Where: headquarters at the La Pêche sports complex. 
Information: http://www.raidpulse.com/homeFr/pevents/
index.php, or contact Thierry Raymond, race director at info@
raidpulse.com or 819 210-7243.

New Respite Care Service for Personal Caregivers
Are you a natural caregiver in need of a bit of rest and some 
respite? La Table autonome des aînés des Collines will provide 
appropriate and responsive care for your loved one for a few 
hours during the day, at night or on the weekend. Professional 
attendants will spend quality time with your loved one at 
home allowing you some time for yourself, be it to go out or 
participate in some of our activities. For more information: 
Josué Jude, 819 457-9191, ext. 242. 

Loisirs Lac-des-Loups Annual Garage Sale
When: August 18 and 19, beginning at 7 a.m. 
Where: 6, Chemin Lionel-Beausoleil
Table rental: $10/day
For reservations: contact Laurette at 819 456-1007 or 
Jacqueline at 819 456-2354 

Visit your local museum this summer at Fairbairn 
House!   
We’re open every day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Come see our 
newest exhibition Where does our food come from? displayed in 
the Heritage Barn. Musical Mondays continues through until the 
end of August, presenting the best of local acts on the Fairbairn 
Big Stage at 6:30 p.m.  Discover Living History workshops for 
kids and adults alike, offered mornings three times a week and 
a FREE Algonquin themed workshop on Monday, August 6.  See 
schedule online at www.fairbairn.ca  or follow us on Facebook 
@maisonfairbairnhouse Fairbairn House — Your museum, your 
story.

Instructions for 
    Announcements
To announce your organisation activities, 
please send your texts to bulletin@
villelapeche.qc.ca in a Word document, using 
the following format (if possible):

Event title

(2-3 lines describing the event)

When: xxx  Where: xxx  Cost: xxx

Information: Contact person and phone 
number and/or e-mail address, website  
(if applicable)

Please note that announcements will be 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis;  
3 ads maximum per organisation, so that 
everyone is given the opportunity to publish. 
Events and activities announcements 
will have priority over other types of 
announcements.

Next deadlines:  
August: July 5; September: August 9.;  
October: Sept. 6; November: Oct. 4;  
December: Nov. 1; January: Dec. 6;  
February: Jan. 10; March: Feb. 7

Upcoming municipal council  
in 2018

➲ August 6
➲ September 4 (Tuesday)

➲ October 1

➲ November 5

➲ December 3

➲ December 17

The municipal council agenda is 
available online on the Friday prior to 

the meeting, and an abstract of the 
resolutions adopted will be published 

online the day after the session.

For information :

www.villelapeche.qc.ca

The Municipality of La Pêche is launching an analysis of the parks in our municipality. This will give us a detailed picture of park use to serve in drafting 
a developmental vision based on an accurate understanding of people’s needs.

We would like to know about how satisfied you are with the parks, how you use them, and how you think they could be improved so we can make 
informed decisions and direct funding to where it can be most effective. You are therefore cordially invited to come out and meet project manager 

Mélanie Sarazin* and share your views on the parks in La Pêche.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 1 P.M. TO 3 P.M. AT PARC DE LA RIVIÈRE, 3 CHEMIN DE LA RIVIÈRE, WAKEFIELD AREA

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 1 P.M. TO 3 P.M. AT PARC LIONEL-BEAUSOLEIL, 8 CHEMIN LIONEL-BEAUSOLEIL, LAC-DES-LOUPS AREA

ENTERTAINMENT AND SNACKS PROVIDED. PRIZES TO BE WON!

If you can’t make it to the meetings, you can complete the online survey on the La Pêche website or pick up a copy from the reception desk at the Municipal Office.

 *Mélanie Sarazin has been hired to conduct the park analysis with an intermunicipal grant from MAMOT and CLD by the Municipalities of Cantley, 
Chelsea, Pontiac, and La Pêche. Results will be published in the November issue of Municipal Briefs.

INVITATION
Public Consultations



APPLYING FOR A MINOR EXEMPTION: WHY AND HOW? 
Minor exemptions (or Minor Variances) may be granted in exceptional circumstances by the municipal 
council for planned, ongoing, and already completed projects that violate regulatory requirements. Only 
certain specific provisions of the zoning or subdivision bylaws are eligible for minor exemptions, 
however. For example, if regulations call for a minimum setback of 10 metres (distance between a 
building and the property line), and you need it reduced to 8.5 metres so you can put in a septic tank, 
you could apply for a minor exemption. You’re asking if an exception can be made to the rule.

You can’t get a minor exemption to the rules however for land use or land occupation density, or for 
zones where land use is restricted for reasons of public safety, such as flood zones.

DECISION-MAKING

Applications for minor exemptions are reviewed by the director of Urban Planning and Environment for 
eligibility and preliminary examination, then sent on to the Advisory Planning Committee (APC). The 
APC goes over applications in detail at its monthly meeting and makes a recommendation to the 
municipal council.

Decisions to accept or reject applications for minor exemptions then are ultimately made by the council 
in the form of a resolution, a copy of which is sent to the applicant. The council may also make an 
exemption conditional on certain requirements, within the limits of its jurisdiction, to mitigate impacts 
on the environment or the local area.

Examination of applications at the APC or council level also considers certain preliminary conditions 
and such as objectives as

• Municipal planning goals
• Environment or public safety impacts
• Good faith and possession of a building permit, in the case of ongoing or completed projects
• Assessment of the options for complying with applicable bylaws
• Noninterference with the ability of nearby property owners to enjoy their ownership rights
• Serious harm to the applicant that would result from strict application of zoning or subdivision bylaws
The municipal council will disqualify or reject applications for minor exemptions if for instance they

• Are made merely to satisfy the applicant’s preferences
• Are a way to get around amendments to zoning or subdivision bylaws
• Might tend to encourage or incite others to violate the regulations
• Seek to legalize work done in bad faith without a permit

HOW TO APPLY FOR A MINOR EXEMPTION

Here’s how to go about applying for a minor exemption:

• Complete the application form available from the municipal office or online, providing the particulars 
of the application and the reasons an exemption should be granted. 

• Provide any information and support material required to understand the application (e.g., certificate 
of location, site photographs, trade proficiency certificates).

• Pay the $150 application fee (subject to change, under review).

Applications for minor exemptions take between two and three months to process because of all the 
steps provided for under the Act Respecting Land Use Planning and Development and bylaws:

• The application is received with the required support materials and fees are paid.
• The director of Urban Planning and Environment conducts a preliminary examination of the 

application.
• The Advisory Planning Committee (APC) considers the application in detail at its monthly meeting and 

makes a recommendation to the municipal council.
• The council receives the APC recommendation and issues a public notice of the date of the meeting at 

which it will render its decision, inviting any interested parties to have their say at the public 
consultation at the beginning of the meeting.

• The council passes a resolution to grant (conditionally or unconditionally) or refuse the exemption.

But—and we can’t stress this enough—always find out about the applicable regulations and bylaws from 
the Municipality before undertaking any kind of construction, repairs, excavation, filling, or similar work. 
You’ll spare yourself all kinds of trouble down the road. Ignorance of the Act or the bylaws is no excuse 
and isn’t accepted as a defence if you’re found to be in violation.
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WASTEWATER TREATMENT
La Pêche being predominantly 
rural, most homes have septic 
systems for  isolated 
dwellings. Despite what you 
may think, the term “isolated 
dwellings” doesn’t only refer 
to cottages. It means any 
residence that is not 
connected to a sewer system. 
So what do you need to know 
about wastewater and 
isolated dwellings? Let’s start 
with the fact that the 
Regulation respecting waste 
water disposal systems for 
isolated dwellings (Q-2, r. 22) 
issued under the Québec 
Environment Quality Act strictly regulates the design, construction, and use of wastewater treatment 
systems, and even provides for fines in the case of non-compliance. There’s no way around it! Wastewater 
must absolutely be treated, since it is a health and environmental hazard. A defective septic system can have 
serious repercussions on human health (E. coli bacteria can be fatal) and on the health of the environment, 
including rivers and lakes. Wastewater carries nitrogen and phosphorus, which contribute to the development 
of algae and cyanobacteria. MDDELCC provides extensive information on its website; just click on Water/
Wastewater and rainwater/Wastewater from isolated dwellings. Here’s what you should know about septic systems: 

THERE’S MORE TO IT THAN MEETS THE EYE

First, before you have a septic system installed or repaired, Regulation Q-2 r. 22 requires you to have a licensed 
engineer or technologist assess the situation and review all the factors used to determine the type of system 
you’ll need. That includes land area based on location standards, site and terrain features (elevation, nature 
and permeability of soil, soil layer thickness in relation to the level of groundwater, bedrock, or an impermeable 
soil layer), receiving area characteristics as the case may be, and other considerations. In short, the specialist 
conducts a site and terrain characterization and prepares a detailed report presenting the options compatible 
with the terrain and natural soils at the site, his or her recommendations, requirements linked to maintenance 
and use of the chosen solution, and a suggested site plan. During installation, the specialist monitors the 
work and issues a certificate of compliance including an “as built” plan if there are changes to the location of 
the septic tank(s), absorption system, or well, to comply with required setback distances for future construction 
work. 

PRECISE CALCULATIONS NEEDED

Second, note that the capacity of a tank connected to an isolated dwelling is established in accordance with 
the dwelling’s maximum capacity, i.e., the total number of rooms that can serve as bedrooms. You may be 
wondering why that is: Your system’s septic tank is sized to clarify at least 24 hours worth of wastewater from 
your dwelling, and the absorption system is also sized to treat your wastewater in 24 hours without saturating 
the soil. That’s why you can’t add bedrooms to your home if your system wasn’t designed to support them. 

If you’re planning to purchase land to build a house or to buy an existing dwelling, you should request either 
a site characterization (in case you simply cannot install a septic system) or an inspection, because the cost 
of replacing a poorly maintained or non-compliant septic system ranges from expensive to very expensive. 
A new system costs about the same as a small car, but if properly maintained, it should last 15 to 20 years or 
even more-much longer than a car would.

MAINTAINING YOUR SYSTEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARDS  

Once your system is installed, you must maintain it in accordance with regulations, which means pumping 
it out once every two years for permanent residences and once every four years for secondary residences 
(cottages or vacation homes). In La Pêche, owners are responsible for maintenance, whereas other 
municipalities such as Chelsea have adopted a municipality-wide septic tank emptying and inspection 
program. In this case, pumper trucks go door to door according to a pre-established itinerary, and costs are 
billed to homeowners based on the program chosen by the municipality. This approach emphasizes integrated 
management of collective resources from a sustainable development perspective. Closer to home, the 
municipal council  adopted in April 2018 a resolution giving the administration the mandate to analyse the 
possibility of implementing a septic tank emplying program on the Municipality’s territory.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO MAINTAIN YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM

You now probably want to know how to maintain your septic system and extend its service life. Here are a 
few tips: 

• Conserve water and don’t use large quantities of water over short periods.

• Divert water from gutters, drains, and sloped areas away from the absorption system to prevent soil 
saturation.

• Monitor your tank and empty it as often as required.

• Clean your effluent filter twice a year, in the spring and in the fall.

• If you're getting unpleasant odors from the septic field or problems with backflow, something is wrong; your 
system is not working properly and you should contact a specialist.

• Avoid using products that could clog your pipes (fat, oil, coffee grounds, condoms, cigarette butts, bandages, 
sanitary napkins, or toilet paper that does not decompose easily) as well as corrosive substances (bleach, 
drain cleaner, disinfectants, acids, solvents, or fertilizer).

For more details, you can always pay a visit to our municipal environmental inspector, who keeps a gold mine 
of information and will be able to provide useful insights. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Laurentides’ CRE (2013) Tout savoir sur les installations septiques (French). Found at http://gslr.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2015/08/Tout-savoir-sur-les-installation-septiques.pdf

MDDELCC (2014) Best practices guide (French). Found at http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/eau/eaux-usees/
residences_isolees/Guide-bonnes-pratiques-proprio-dispositifs.pdf

The La Pêche Fire Department is currently recruiting 
daytime firefighters in

the Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham, Lac-des-Loups,
and East Aldfield sectors.

Contact us at 819 456-2161, ext. 2290.


